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VIRTUAL JUDICIAL EDUCATION 



Responding to poll questions 

• WEBSITE: www.PollEv.com/guamjustice  

• DOWNLOAD THE APP on your  Android 
or iPhone device 

– Poll Everywhere 

– Click “I’m participating” 

– Join a presentation by  
entering username:  
guamjustice 

 

http://www.pollev.com/guamjustice


OBJECTIVES 

• Better understand how to use social media 
to educate judges and other court 
employees 

• Recognize the key areas to consider when 
educating judges and court employees 

• Learn about virtual worlds and avatars as 
methods of facilitating judicial learning 

• Identify tools for creating virtual learning 
environments 

 

 



Typical learning environment 

 What do your training sessions look like? 

 

 

 How is material presented at your 
conferences? 



Sage on a Stage  





POLL QUESTION #1 

I have attended these types of 
training and/or conference events. 



Pros/Cons of traditional method 

• Pros:  

– Familiar to the learner 

 

• Cons: 

– Cannot be on-demand 

– Takes time away from the courtroom 

– Limited Interaction/audience participation   

 



Blended learning 

• Combines traditional and distance 
education techniques 

 

• Includes live and recorded lectures 

 

• Gives online access to lessons, documents, 
and quizzes 



Social media 

• Exponential growth in use of social media 

 

• Used to reach an ever-growing group of the 
public 

 

• Help create and manage a learning  
community 



“Social media’s impact on the court is not 
simply as a new means for publishing 
judgments and information, but also on 
how judges and courts perform their 
activities in an electronically-connected 
community …” 

 

-- Judith Gibson, Social Media and the Electronic “New World” of Judges, 

7 INT’L J. FOR COURT ADMIN. 1 (2016), doi: http://doi.org/10.18352/ijca.199. 

http://doi.org/10.18352/ijca.199


POLL QUESTION #2 

I use this social media the most: 



POLL QUESTION #3 

The primary reason I use social media is: 

 



Why Are Courts Using Social Media? 

• Court 
– Transparency 
– Proactive engagement with public 
– Customer Service 
– Public Trust and Confidence 
– Training  
 

• Personal/Professional (Judges and Court Staff) 
– Good to connect with friends and family 
– Establish and maintain professional and personal 

connections 
– Political engagement & campaigning 
– Education  

 



What New Media Are Courts Using? 

• Facebook 
 

• Twitter 
 

• YouTube 
 

• Blogs 
 

• Instagram 



How are courts using social media? 

• Share court-community outreach efforts 

 

• Facilitate court communication efforts 

 

• Promote court innovations 

 

• Celebrate Court/Judge/Staff awards and recognitions     

      

• Announce new judges, swearing-ins, and retirements 



How are courts using social media? 

• Link to external news stories about the court  

 

• Share high profile case information 

 

• Publicize court program and workshop information 

 

• Provide facilities information and updates 

 

• Advertise court job and volunteer opportunities 



POLL QUESTION #4 

Does your court use social media? 
 



Court-Community Outreach Efforts 



 
Promote Other Communications Efforts 

 



Promote Court Innovations 



Celebrate Awards and Recognitions  



New Judges, Ceremonies, and Retirements 



Link to External Media Stories 



Share High Profile Case Information 



Promote Programs and Workshops 



Provide Facilities Information  



 
Court Job and Volunteer Opportunities 

 



POLL QUESTION #5 

Does your Court use Social media for 
judicial education?   

 



The Use of Social Media For 
Education 

Colleges and universities have embraced 
social media and realize the potential power 
for using it as a tool for teaching/learning, as 
well as for marketing for a  number of years  

 

Many Courts are  now realizing  that social 
media may offer a new construct to enhance 
the judicial  learning experience  

 

 

 



Social Media Tools Available Today 



Ways to Use Social Media to 
Educate Judges and Court Staff 

1. Aggregate images and information to share 
with judges, court employees, and other 
courts. 

2. Gather and share data collected during travel 
abroad. 

3. Create a public profile to showcase court 
activities and announcements. 

4. Form judicial learning groups with the use of 
Google+ Hangouts and other social media 
tools. 

 

 



• Blogs:  

– Provide links to other online resources 

– Dissemination of research results 

– Take advantage of the “invisible college” of 
fellow judicial officers and court staff 

– Education blogosphere dominated by court 
policy and e-learning issues 

Ways to Use Social Media to 
Educate Judges and Court Staff 



• SlideShare:  

– Upload PowerPoint presentations so they are 
freely available online 

– Disseminate lecture material for revision purposes 

– Discuss lecture material using comments feature 

– Find other presentations on your topic 

– Build a body of resources over time 

– Draw together conference/seminar materials 
using common tag or keyword 

Ways to Use Social Media to 
Educate Judges and Court Staff 



• Podcasts:  

– Distance learning/ self-paced learning 

– Advanced or supplementary material 

– Promotion of research 

– Topical updates related to lecture material 

– Replace lecture 

– Audience assessment and feedback 

– Collecting data in the field 

Ways to Use Social Media to 
Educate Judges and Court Staff 



• YouTube:  

– Distance learning 

– Supplementary lectures  

– Contextualizing an issue, e.g. old news footage 

– Perspectives for judges and court employees 
to examine critically (news coverage, videos, 
TED lectures) 

Ways to Use Social Media to 
Educate Judges and Court Staff 



• Twitter:  

– Pointers to online resources based around a 
topic 

– Reminders about deadlines 

– Breaking down barriers and getting to know 
others over this “virtual water cooler” 

– Keeping up to date with current events 

– Instant feedback – are you Tweeting about this 
presentation? 

Ways to Use Social Media to 
Educate Judges and Court Staff 



• Creates a community 

– Designate a course or study group hashtag 

– Start a contact list or group to collaborate and 
share learning tips 

– Invite other Judges who use social media to 
follow the group conversation or join chats 

How Social Media Can Help Judges 
and Court Staff Learn 



• Continue the conversation 
– Use Google Hangouts to facilitate group 

learning sessions 

– Ask questions to other judges and justices 

• Organize learning resources  
– Save, curate, and share resources using 

collection-building tools such as Pinterest or 
Tumblr 

– Use Google Drive or DropBox to gather 
research 

 

How Social Media Can Help Judges 
and Court Staff Learn 



Social media 

PRO 
• Increases motivation and 

engagement with course 
material  

• Enhances student-to-
student collaboration 

• Improves interaction 
between the student and 
the lecturer 

• Removes barriers to self-
expression and 
contribution 

• Accelerated data and 
information sharing 

CON 
• Concerns with permanence 

and preservation 
• Problems with 

authentication 
• Requires Internet 

connection 
• opportunities for 

misunderstanding and 
miscommunication 

•  The easy sharing of images 
and content creates 
opportunities for copyright 
violation and plagiarism 
 
 



Using technology for learning 

• What are virtual worlds? 

• What are avatars? 

 



POLL QUESTION #6 

Have you ever had an experience in 
a virtual world? 



POLL QUESTION #6 

Have you ever had an experience in 
a virtual world? 



Would  your answer 
be different if  I 
instead asked 



POLL QUESTION #7 

Have you ever played one of these 
games, or similar games? 



“Virtual world” 

• Three-dimensional simulated environment 
where users interact in real time through 
an online platform or digital space 



Avatar: Representation of self 

• Can be personalized to the user 

• Allows interaction in the virtual world 





POLL QUESTION #8 

How familiar are you with VR?  
  



Online platforms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Life 



Immersive Virtual Reality 

• Virtual Human Interactive Lab 

• The learner experiences a different gender 
or race through his/her avatar 



Technology and equipment 



What is the goal? 

“Tell me and I forget,  

teach me and I may remember,  

involve me and I learn.”  



 Oliver Wendell Holmes 





QUESTIONS? 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you!  
 

 

 

 

 

 


